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1 . EMBASSY OFFICER VISITED THE UNIVERSITY OF LAGOS 
(UNILAG) CAMPUS ON APRIL 26. THE CAMPUS IS CALM. 

DESPITE THE FACT THAT THE UNIVERSITY HAS BEEN 
OFFICIALLY CLOSED BY THE GOVERNMENT, MANY STUDENTS 
AND FACULTY ARE STILL ON CAMPUS AND UNIVERSITY 
FACILITIES ARE OPEN. CLASSES, HOWEVER, ARE NOT 
BEING HELD. ENTRANCE TO THE CAMPUS IS UNIMPEDED; 

HOWEVER, THERE ARE POLICE PATROLS IN THE AREA AND 

A LONE POLICE HELICOPTER CIRCLING OVERHEAD. CON- 
VERSATION WITH FACULTY AND STUDENTS COVERED THE 
FOLLOWING POINTS. 

2. POLICE ACTION: DEEP RESENTMENT WAS EXPRESSED 
AT THE LEVEL OF VIOLENCE THAT POLICE HAD USED 

IN BREAKING UP THE ABORTIVE APRIL 18 STUDENT MARCH. 

SEVERAL FACULTY MEMBERS SAID THAT POLICE HAD LATER 
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POUNDED ON THEIR CARS WITH CLUBS. AT LEAST THREE 
PROFESSORS WERE BEATEN AND THE HEAD OF THE EDUCATION 
SCHOOL WAS REPORTED TO HAVE BEEN SERIOUSLY INJURED WHEN HE 
TRIED TO STOP THE POLICE FROM ATTACKING A STUDENT. 

ONE NIGERIAN VETERAN OF AMERICAN CAMPUS WARS SAID 
THAT THE POLICE HAD BEEN STUPID NOT TO ALLOW THE 
STUDENTS TO MARCH AND BLOW OFF STEAM - INSTEAD OF 
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PENNING THEM IN THE CAMPUS. 

3. STUDENT FEES: SEVERAL FACULTY MEMBERS SAID THAT 
THE RECENT INCREASE IN STUDENT ROOM AND BOARD FEES 
MEANS THAT IT WILL COST ABOUT 900-1000 NAIRA PER 
YEAR TO GO TO UNIVERSITIES IN NIGERIA. AS A CIVIL 
SERVANT AT THE LEVEL OF ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR EARNS 
8000 NAIRA PER YEAR, THE GOVERNMENT'S DECISION 
EFFECTIVELY SHUTS OFF UNIVERSITY EDUCATION NOT ONLY 
TO THE MASS OF NIGERIANS BUT ALSO TO MOST OF THE 
NEW MIDDLE CLASS. 

4. THE WAY OUT: THE GENERAL SENTIMENT WAS THAT 
THE UNIVERSITY WOULD REOPEN BY JUNE. HOWEVER, 

EDUCATION COMMISSIONER ALI WOULD HAVE TO GO AND 
AT LEAST SOME TOKEN CONCESSION ON FEES WOULD HAVE 
TO BE MADE TO THE STUDENTS. 

5. COMMENT: INTERESTINGLY ENOUGH, NONE OF THE 
FACULTY MEMBERS FELT THAT THE STUDENT STRIKE OR 
SHARIA IS THE BIGGEST PROBLEM NOW FACED BY 

THE GOVERNMENT (REFTEL). RATHER, THE VEW WAS 
VOCALLY EXPRESSED THAT THE 'ECONOMIC CRISIS' WHICH 
HAS RESULTED FROM THE LATEST FMG BUDGET IS GENERATING 
A FAR MORE EXPLOSIVE SITUATION. ONE YOUNG FACULTY 
MEMBER SAID HE BOUGHT A BAG OF RICE THIS MORNING 
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FOR 64 NAIRA WHICH BEFORE THE MARCH 31 BUDGET SPEECH SOLD 
FOR 25 NAIRA. OTHER STAPLES SUCH AS SUGAR HAVE GONE UP 
200-300 PERCENT AND MANY ITEMS SUCH AS MEAT ARE 
SIMPLY UNOBTAINABLE GIVEN THE GOVERNMENT'S BAN ON 
THE IMPORTATION OF CHILLED MEAT. IN THAT REGARD, 

A YOUNG HISTORIAN SPECULATED THAT THE POLICE HAD 
PROBABLY BRUTALLY CONFINED THE STUDENT MARCHES TO 
CAMPUS PRECISELY TO AVOID THE KIND OF SUPPORT 
THAT STUDENTS RECEIVED FROM MARKET WOMEN IN IBADAN 
WHEN THEY MARCHED THROUGH THE CITY AND SPARKED 
WIDER DISORDERS. HE CREDITED POLICE WITH BEING BRUTAL 
AND SHREWD RATHER THAN BRUTAL AND STUPID. 

WYMAN 
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